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We thought you might enjoy an anecdote from Spencer MacCallum of
how his grandfather, Spencer Heath, refused to be hooked on either
horn of a dangerous dilemma. Spencer Heath was a noted engineer,
attorney, philosopher, and author (Citadel, Market and Altar).
Writer MacCallum is a social anthropologist who envisions an open
society of contract in his book The Art of Community.

You asked for a favorite story of mine about the way my grandfather
responded to an unacceptable government order. It illustrates the com-
mon fallacy of the "false alternative," in which we assume our options
to be limited in some circumstance to equally bitter alternatives. My
grandfather had a happy way of not assuming circumstantial limitations
on his options. He assumed instead that his options were limited only
in his imagination. In any situation, therefore, innovation was always
an alternative.

During World war I, Spencer Heath manufactured airplane propellers in
Baltimore. He had developed the first machine mass production of pro-~
pellers shortly before the war, so that when the war began, he was in

a position to turn them cut in quantity. His factory therefore produced
more than three quarters of the propellers used by the Allies during the
war,

All of the propellers turned out for the military were not always of his
design; frequently the Army would order propellers made to its own
specifications in his plant. On one occasion, when specifications for

a large order came in, he noticed a flaw in the design that would make
the propellers have a tendency to break up in the air. He gave a lot

of study to it, and came up with a small modification of the design

that would make them safe. When he approached the Army, however, they
would not listen to him. He persisted, and tempers soon flared. The
Army adopted the stance that he was a “"war profiteer" attempting to
change specifications in order to reduce his manufacturing cost and to
profit from the war effort. Their final word was blunt and to the point:
"Mister, this is wartime. You make those propellers or we'll shoot you."

wWhat would you have done? Was he to make the propellers, knowing that
they might cost the lives of our pilots, or was he to resist orders in
time of war? Well, he made the propellers exactly to specification.
They passed government inspection and were crated on the loading dock
ready to go out on an early morning train. After hours, Mr. Heath re-
turned to the factory with one workman. Together they opened every
crate. With a rubber stamp and ink pad, they stamped the hub of every
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propeller, and then carefully closed up the crates again., In the morn-
ing, the propellers went out on schedule.

The stamp is in my possession. Here it is:

SOUNTEAITY DY A AR
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Spencer MacCallum reports that years later, Mr. Heath learned by
accident that the propellers had not gone overseas after all, but
had ended up in a warehouse in Texas, where they may be yet.

FOR PITY'S SAKE

POLITICOHOLISM ~ a crippling disease of the brain and emotional system,
has been named by the League of Non~Voters as this nation's Number One
hazard. "The unique characteristic of this disease is that those af-
flicted do not experience pain, but all with whom they come in contact,
or 'seek to serve,' suffer varying degrees of pain and discomfort. The
politicoholic becomes an addict in little ways: participating on com-
mittees, helping candidates, working for political parties, etc. At
the outset, the addict thinks he can 'quit' any time he wants to; his
activities are only ‘part-time’; he is trying to 'do his part.' Slow-
ly, imperceptibly, comes the irresistible urge to offer himself as the
sole salvation for a community, city, state, or nation. Politicoholics
have been grievously harmed by the general public through their repeat-
ed injections of attention, recognition, and acceptance."

The LNV suggests that we be more compassionate toward politicoholics.
"We ought to withdraw our respect and extend pity, for they need help.
To help prevent politicoholism, write Box 1406, Santa Ana, CA 92702."

LIBERTARIAN CONFERENCE - ATLANTA

The Southern Libertarian Conference will be held April 28-29 at the
Atlanta Cabana Motor Hotel, speakers to include Stephen Halbrook, Samuel
Edward Konkin III, John I.. Snare, and Joseph Stromberg, admission $5.00.
Send inquiries: S,L.C., Box 37553, Sta. 7, Atlanta, Georgia 30327.

SUPPER CLUB SPEAKERS

Sy Leon, president of Rampart College, will speak on "Communication of
Libertarian Ideas" on April 3 at the Libertarian Supper Club meeting at
Taix Restaurant, 1911 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, dinner 7:15 p.m. On
May 1, Harold Demsetz, professor of business economics, U. of Chicago,
will speak on the problem of concentration of industries. For reserva-
tions phone Lloyd Licher 213: 397-4848 or 390-4499,
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OUTCOME OF "SAN DIEGO ELEVEN" TRIAL

Fines of $50 to $1,000 and suspended sentences of six months to three
years were meted out March 5 to nine Californians who protested an I.R.S.
seizure of private property without a court order. One member of Tax-
payers Anonymous will appear for a new hearing May 8 (a mistrial was de-
clared) ; the case of another had been dismissed.

TAXATION : "LEGAL ROBBERY"

Students for a Libertarian Society, P. O. Box 4, Fullerton, CA 92632,
offer a new bumpersticker (10¢): "DON'T ROB = IT'S A CRIME TO COMPETE
WITH GOVT. Repeal Legal Robbery - Taxation."

Financial Book Digest (Jan. '73 issue) recommends: "Read it.,..memorize
it. The insights you gain about money will pay handsome dividends in
new understanding. We promise." The book? Rothbard's wWhat Has Govern-
ment Done to Qur Money? Order from Rampart College Book Service, $1.25
(plus 25¢ postage/handling, California residents add 5% sales tax),

104 W. Fourth St., Santa Ana, CA 92701.

STUDENT COMPETITION NOW OPEN

Students (college and high school) are now competing for scholarships
for the 1973 Comprehensive Course to be presented by Robert LeFevre
August 19-26. Winners will receive tuition, food, lodging, books ($575
value). Write to Rampart Registrar for details.

IN MEMORIAM

Robert Rosborough, Anaheim, California, a trustee for Rampart College
for six years, died March 7. His wife, Debby; son, Douglas; and daugh-
ter, Carol, have also participated in Rampart courses. Founder Robert
LeFevre and fellow trustees paid tribute to Bob Rosborough as "friend
of freedom" and cherished personal friend, at their quarterly meeting.
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MOVING? Let us know, and please send This newsletter is published monthly by Rampart College
your old address label from this newsletter, Santa Ana, California, and is available at no charge upon request.



